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P.N.E.U. NOTES. 


Chairman of Committee: Dr. A. T. Schofield. Vice-Chairman. 
Algernon C. P. Coote, Esq., M.A Treasurer: Sir Fred. R. Hogg. 
Hon Org . Sec. : H. Perrin, Esq. Secretary: Miss Ethel Forsyth, 28, 
Vitoria Street, Westminster. The objects of the Society are, briefly, to 
assist parents of all classes to understand the best principles and methods 
of education in all its aspects, and especially in those which concern the 
formation of habits and character, and to afford to parents opportunities for 
co-operation and consultation, so that the wisdom and experience of each 
may be profitable for all. Pamphlets giving full particulars of the work 
of the Union, and the Parents' Review (6d. monthly), the organ of the 
Society, may be obtained from the Secretary, to whom all subscriptions and 
communications should be sent. 


The Society’s Office, 28, Victoria Street, S.W., is now in working order, 
and our Secretary, Miss Forsyth, will be happy to see there any parents 
and teachers who may desire to consult her. Full particulars of the 
agencies of the Union appear on another page. 

Central (Belgravia) Branch. — /A?//. Sec. : The Lady Isabel 

Margesson, 28, Victoria Street, S.W. On May 22nd, Mrs. Spencer 
Curwen gave an interesting and instructive lecture on “ The Rational 
teaching of the Pianoforte” at 7, Chelsea Eimbankment, by the kind per- 
mission of Lady Monkswell. The Hon Edward Thesiger took the chair, 
and the lecture was illustrated by pupils trained under Mrs. Curwen. 
In spite of the weather the attendance was very good. The four lectures 
on “Ibsen and Wagner” given by Mrs. Ellis’ kind permission in the 
evenings at her house, 40, Pont Street, were a brilliant success, Mr. Ashton 
Jonson s two illustrated lectures on Wagner being greatly appreciated, 
and the relation of Music and the Drama to the ethics of Modern 
Education was fully demonstrated by each Lecturer. No further lectures 
have been arranged for the Summer, though it is possible that one may 
be given in July on “Voice Building, a Science and an Art” by Mr. 
Walters-Palliser. 


Hampstead Branch.— Hon. Sec.: Mrs. Herbert-Smiih, The Retreat, 
North End, Hampstead. 

Si ki a tham Branch. Hon. Sec.: Mrs. Strode, Bankside, Leigham, 


Curw _ Wansteau Branch. — Hon. Sec.: Mrs. Spedding 

on Mav ',cf| We . Vr° Ut o Woodford - A most enjoyable meeting took place 
and snoke 1 1 '; Pedley ’ s ’ when Mrs - Walter Ward very kindly came, 

of seven anA f 6 \ UC ° f manual trainin g for children between the ages 
friends all of ? UrtLen ' ^ * 1cre was a good attendance of members and 

the Norland InstUmr i Th UC t intereSted t0 hear Mrs - Ward’s account of 
nstitute. f he chair was taken by J. S. Thornton, Esq., B.A. 
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Bays water Branch.-#™. Sec : Miss E. Camnbell , r , " 
Hill Road, W. Campbell, ,, Campden 

CROUCH End.—#™. Sec. ( pro tern.) : Dr. G. Handcock , rn • 
church Road. The inaugural meeting of this Branch will be’ hdd eariv 
in the autumn. edr, y 

reading Branch.-#™. Sec. : Mr. William Salmon, 56 Iondon 
Street. A very successful meeting was held on Thursday, May 2 lth at 
Merton House by the kindness of Mrs. Payne (the widow of the late Canon 
Payne). About 74 members and friends were present to hear an address 
by Mr S. G Tremenheere, H.M I., on the “ Psychology of Childhood ” 
The subject was very cleverly dealt with, and provoked an interesting 
discussion, in which the Chairman (the Rev. W. Hume Campbell) and 
several ladies and gentlemen took part ; the Chairman’s remarks bein^ 
most apt and appropriate. The next meeting will be held in the autumn, 
when Miss E. S. Warner, M.D., has promised an address on “the 
Cultivation of the Imagination in young Children.” The general interest of 
members in the objects of the Union continues, and some new members 
were enrolled at the meeting. 

Sheffield Branch.— H on. Secs. : Mrs. Newton Coombe, Brocco 
Bank, Sheffield, and Miss Walmsley, The High School. 

LEEDS Branch. — Ho?i . Sec. : Mrs. John Barran, Weetwood, Leeds. 
Southdown Branch 

Brighton Centre.— Hon . Sec. : Mrs. William Borrer, Pakyns Manor, 
Hurstpierpoint. 

Eastbourne Centre. — Hon. Sec. : Mrs. G. F. Butt, Ingleside, Selwyn 
Road. An address was given at the University Extension Library 
on the 22nd May, by the Rev J Beecham on “ The principles and 
study of Natural History,” at which about 30 members were present. 
On the 5th June, a most interesting lecture was given by Miss 
Barnett on “The Law of Growth,” and early in July, Arthur 
Andrews, Esq., has very kindly consented to give a lecture on The 
teaching of Languages with reference to Psychology. I he 
Autumn Session will commence in September, when it is hoped 
Mrs. Steinthal will give an address; and in October Dr. Downes 
has very kindly consented to give a lecture on I he higher \iews 
of Parental Responsibility viewed chiefly from the Physical Aspect. 
The branch now numbers 57 members. 

Hastings and Si. Leonards Centre. Hon. Sec.. Mis. 
Venables, St. Bernard’s Lodge, S. Leonard s. 1 a > *5 » a 

Tiddeman’s studio, discussion meeting amongst mem erb * , 

man : Andrew Murray, Esq. A si, nr. paper on 
“ Rewards and Punishments” was read by • nl *> ’ ’ , jj 

May 3, at, at S Bernard's Lodge, an address was 
.0 give Religious Instruction ny Miss selsion m 
the Rev. Canon Jones. I his closes t 


Hastings and S. Leonards. 
Cardiff Branch. — Hon. Sec. 
Riverside. 


Mrs. Greener, 1, 


Clare Street, 
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CONGI.BTON Branch.— On Wednesday, May i6th, an inaugural meeting 
was held in the Church Schoolroom, Mr. Arthur Solly in the chair, when 
Miss Forsyth gave an address explaining the aims and objects of the 
P.N.E.U., and was followed by the Lady Isabel Margesson, who gave a 
brief account of the work of the Belgravia Branch and the Natural History 
Club. Owing to the inclement weather the attendance was small, but a 
resolution was passed that a branch of the P.N.E.U. be forthwith formed 
several members of the audience giving their names as subscribers. The 
Secretary and Committee have not yet been definitely nominated. 

Macclesfield Branch.— On Thursday, the 17th May, a Meeting was 
held in the Grammar School, by kind permission of Mr. Wilmot, the Plead 
Master, who took the Chair, to consider the advisability of forming a 
Branch of the P.N.E.U. Miss Forsyth addressed the Meeting and 
explained the Principles of the ‘‘New Education,” and the aims and 
objects of the Parents' Union. Lady Isabel Margesson also spoke in 
support of Miss Forsyth, and after a short but interesting discussion it 
was proposed that a Branch of the P.N.E.U. be formed, whereupon twenty 
members of the audience signified their willingness to join the Union and 
several of these volunteered to serve on a provisional Committee to 
consider future plans. A letter from Miss Philips, Head Mistress of the 
High School, was read, expressing her regret at being unavoidably absent, 
and her cordial support of the prospective Branch. 


Hon. Local Secs, are requested to send to the undersigned, without 
delay reports of all matters of interest connected with their branches 
written on one side of the paper only, also 20 copies of any prospectuses 
or other papers they may print. 1 ^ 


Henry Perrin, Hon. Org. Sec., 

8, Carlton Hill, 

London, N.W. 
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A MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
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‘ Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.” 


CHILD TRAINING. 

By A. S. Acland. 


CHILDREN’S QUESTIONS, I. 


“AH men naturally desire to know ” 

Thomas a Kemp is. 


Everyone who has been much with little children, will 
have noticed what a large part asking questions, and 
receiving answers to them, plays in their lives. Sooner or 
later, sometimes by fits and starts, sometimes without 
ceasing they seem to find a peculiar pleasure in questioning 
their elders. 


Sometimes these questions come from a real desire for 
knowledge, sometimes from nervousness. Sometimes again, 
a child asks endless questions and listens eagerly for 
answers, and really enjoys receiving information, while the 
same child, if it liked, could quite well give the answer 
itself. Then, sometimes, children question from a desire 
to provoke or to “pose” their elders, or again to find an 
opening for disobedience, or for delay in carrying out 
instructions. There are, too, children who deligit m 
argument for its own sake, and these are always very 


difficult to deal with. . . t t i v 

All these children are constantly questioning, constant^ 
waiting for answers, and it may be use u to s ° 

** into the matter a little closely and see whe f u ^ 
a ay not arrive at some interesting and ie p u c ejther 
It is impossible to watch children at a c ’ ^ 


